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CLIMATE ACTION PLAN UNVEILED
The City Council has published the first stage of its Climate Emergency 
Action Plan, detailing how it will reduce its own carbon emissions to net 
zero by 2030. Actions include building solar farms at Salt Ayre leisure 
centre and tip, electrifying the Council’s vehicle fleet, moving away from 
gas for heating buildings, and various measures to reduce energy use.

Further stages of the Plan will look at the Council’s indirect activities 
such as upgrading council housing, and also how the Council can 
influence wider change across the district. To progress this, the Council 
will be inviting a random sample of residents to take part in a ‘Citizens’ 
Jury’ in the new year. 
Green Cllr Paul Stubbins said: 

“This is a really important step 
towards addressing the climate 
emergency in Lancaster district.”


RESIDENTS’ PARKING 
The County Council pressed ahead 
with changes to residents’ parking 
permits, despite a large number of 
objections from residents and 
Green councillors. 

Any 30-visit cards already issued 
will remain valid until they are used 
up, after which residents will need 
to buy a £25 annual visitor permit.

Carers’ permits are no longer 
available.

HOW TO CONTACT US 

City Cllr Dave Brookes      dbrookes@lancaster.gov.uk      07817 966949  
City Cllr Paul Stubbins      pstubbins@lancaster.gov.uk      01524 807175 

  County Cllr Gina Dowding    gina.dowding@lancashire.gov.uk


Please get in touch with any issue, or if you would like to get involved.
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INTERNET OF BINS 
The amount of rubbish in litter bins in 
Castle Ward can now be monitored in 
real time, thanks to a trial of smart-bin 
technology. This will enable bins to be 
emptied when they need to be, rather 
than on a set rotation. The aim is both 
to reduce the cost of collections, and 
avoid overflowing bins. 


WELLIES NO LONGER REQUIRED 
A collapsed drain causing localised 
flooding in Nelson Street car park has 
been fixed following a request by Cllr 
Paul Stubbins on behalf of a resident.


NEW LIFE FOR BHS? 
Work has started on redeveloping the 
former British Home Stores building 
on Market Street. The owners want  to 
improve its appearance, and enable it 
to be divided into four shop units.


FAREWELL B&Q 
Demolition of the former B&Q is 
underway. The new Aldi is expected to 
open at the end of July 2020.


TOP SEARCH RESULT: TREES 
Ecosia is an internet search engine 
that says it puts 80% of its profits into 
tree planting, and that every search 
request removes 1kg of CO2 from the 
atmosphere. See www.ecosia.org .

DALLAS ROAD GARDENS 
A ‘Peace Pole’ has been 
erected in Dallas Road 
Gardens, with the aim of 
inspiring people to think 
and talk about peace. The 
pole carries the message 
‘May Peace Prevail on 
Earth’ in four languages 
spoken in the local area. 
Peace Poles originated in 
Japan and there are now 
more than 200,000 in over 
150 countries. The funding for this 
one was raised by Lancaster Quakers.


LANCASTER ON ICE 
The ice rink in Dalton Square is set to 
become an annual event after getting 
planning permission to continue. This 
year there will also be a Christmas 
market and an observation wheel. Cllr 
Dave Brookes ensured that the big 
wheel only got temporary permission 
for this winter following concerns from 
local residents about overlooking.

Cllr Dave Brookes said: “After last 
year’s event I asked the organisers to 
look at upgrading the power supply in 
Dalton Square so that the event can 
run without noisy polluting generators. 
I’m delighted that this was agreed and 
will hopefully be in place for this year.”
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NEWS FROM YOUR GREEN MEP 

My first four months as an MEP have been 
very busy. I have organised visits to the 
European Parliament for two groups of 
young people from the North West. The 
climate strikers were delighted to find that their demands for 
action are certainly being heard in Europe, and a group of 
aspiring young women leaders were inspired by the work of 
MEPs. In August, I visited the West Bank in Palestine as 
part of a cross-party fact finding delegation. 

The core role of an MEP is working on legislation. I represent 
the Greens on the ‘Transport and Tourism’, ‘Foreign Affairs’, 
and ‘Industry, Energy and Research’ committees.  My report 
on ‘The Green New Deal in the North West’ lays out a 
transition to a low carbon economy, creating thousands of 
jobs in green industries, warm home renovations, public 
transport and renewable energy. You can read the report and 
other news on my website at: www.ginadowding.org.uk  

Best wishes, Gina

CAROLINE FOR PARLIAMENT 
Highly respected Bulk Ward Green councillor, 
Caroline Jackson, will be your Green Party 
candidate in the December General Election. 


Caroline said: “I have lived in Lancaster for 25 
years. After a career in teaching, including 
three local high schools, I’ve been working 
hard as a charity volunteer, environmental 
campaigner, and city councillor.  

As your Green MP I promise to fight for a 
fairer society, and a rapid transition to a low-
carbon economy that works for everyone.” 

PLASTIC RECYCLING ARRIVES

Plastic pots, tubs and trays - and any other 
hard plastic with a 1, 2, or 5 symbol (see right) 
- can now be put in your recycling bin/boxes 
along with plastic bottles, glass, tins, cans 
and foil. Items need to be clean, with any soft 
plastic film lids or wrappers removed.

Green Cllr Dave Brookes, Cabinet member for Environmental Services 
said: “It is still better to avoid single-use plastic packaging wherever 
possible, but at least we can now recycle a lot of it. If you start finding you 
don’t have enough room in your current recycling containers, please get in 
touch. Meanwhile, we will continue discussions with the County Council 
about expanding the range of recycling that can be collected.”


COUNCIL ADVISORY GROUPS 
The City Council is establishing six ‘advisory groups’, designed to provide 
a way for residents to get involved, and help the Council achieve its aims 
by sharing their knowledge and skills. The groups are themed around 
topics including Climate & Environment and Housing & Homelessness. To 
find out more visit www.lancaster.gov.uk/voice-your-views .

Green councillors Mandy Bannon, 
Caroline Jackson, and Dave Brookes 
helped to plant 4000 crocus bulbs in 

the Storey Gardens, funded by a 
donation from former Mayor Roger 

Mace, who sadly died recently.

The three types of plastic 
that can now go in your 

recycling bin/boxes

GREENER HOUSING 
Planning applications for ten or 
more homes will need to include an 
Energy Statement, setting out how 
they will save and generate energy, 
under a scheme currently out for 
consultation. Green Cllr Tim Dant, 
who proposed the change, said:

“Current planning policy doesn’t 
allow us to insist that developers 
include extra measures to tackle 
the climate emergency. Fixing that 
is much harder than it should be, 
but in the meantime this will help to 
send the message that this is a 
high priority for the City Council.” 

Cllr Caroline Jackson  
Green candidate for 

Lancaster & Fleetwood
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